
 

 

FLDRA Chairman’s Report 2020 

2019 was another busy year for the association. On behalf of the committee, I thank members who have given time, 

effort and comments to help shape our activity and come together for debate and community spirit. 

Priorities and Issues – The Committee focused on a number of priorities as agreed by the 2019 AGM. 

 

Primary school places - We have an ongoing problem of a lack of primary school places for children living in the FLDRA 

area and are  continuing to support “Bowes School - Southgate Green”  parents and to work with all parties to secure 

good access and a guaranteed educational future for local children.  A reception year admission group is recruiting for 

September 2020 and we are now 'back to the future' regarding medium and long term provision. FLDRA is working with 

all parties to ensure that provision is maintained within the area and preferably at Broomfield. 

 
Quieter/Low Traffic Neighbourhoods - Early in 2019 planters were placed at the ends of certain roads in the FLDRA area. 
After monitoring the effects on the volume and speed of traffic in these roads, Richard Eason (LBE officer for the scheme) 
concluded that there had been no significant reduction in the volume or speed of the traffic. Consequently the roll-out 
ceased and existing planters removed (end of June). At a packed FLDRA meeting in June Richard Eason explained that the 
Council was reviewing the Fox Lane QN and would come forward with a new scheme which would look at the area in 
terms of creating 'Healthy streets' by having a Low Traffic Neighbourhood and consider the views of residents. 
 
At the end of November a plan of the new Fox Lane LTN scheme was shown in an exhibition/open meeting at the old 
'Starbucks' with a very short time available for comments by residents. This scheme proved to be very unpopular amongst 
residents - closing all the roads in the area at the access points to  main roads (ie. Aldermans Hill, Cannon Hill, High Street, 
Bourne Hill ) and only allowing vehicle  access to and from the area via Fox Lane. After complaints from residents, local 
councillors and parliamentary candidates the period for comments was extended to 22 December. Over 700 responses 
were received which the Council are considering before producing a new scheme. FLDRA formally requested a written 
report from Richard Eason in time for the AGM.  
 
FLDRA has given publicity to different groups within the area who have come up with alternative plans for a Quieter/LTN 
- the two main groups being the Fox Lane LTN group (with the first alternative proposal) and FLATWG  (Fox Lane Area 
Traffic Working Group) which arose out of concern that too many roads were going to be closed in the area  
 
FLDRA welcomes the creation of alternative plans by residents but recognises that any proposals must have acceptance 
by a broad consensus among the residents and take account of the area as a whole, not just specific roads. There also 
needs to be full engagement between the Council and residents over any new plans. ( FLDRA's position can be found on 
the website and January Newsletter). 
 

Palmers Green Town Centre - We hosted an open meeting with presentations and discussion with LBE officers and are 
continuing to engage in discussions with eth council. This is a medium to long term challenge and we propose to 
continue the engagements and engage with proposals as they emerge. 

Enfield Council has taken the first steps in its project to develop action plans for town centres in the borough, following 
the appointment of Town Centres Development Manager Andrew Catcheside last year. It is expected that an Economic 
Development Officer and 3 Project Officers will be appointed in the coming months.  In Palmers Green, the first phase of 
the project is underway with a small consultative group of community organisations. Some initiatives have already taken 
place, such as the funding of the Tidy-Up, Christmas lights and tree, and exploring funding to facilitate community 
initiatives such as the greening project by the Palmers Green Action Team. 
 
The next phase, starting this year, aims to help attract new tenants to occupy the empty commercial premises on the High 
Street, and discussions are already underway with several interested parties. The improvement of shop frontages to fit 



 
traditional styles is one of the project's ambitions, although difficult to achieve in the foreseeable future due to legal and 
financial constraints. 
 
Part of the medium to longer term action plan may involve engaging with private developers to see how new housing 
developments could present opportunities for contributions under Section 106 (developer contributions to infrastructure 
aimed at mitigating the effect of the development) and  CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy).  
 
Transport - FLDRA has been raising concern about the poor train since Govia, in spite of having been fined by the train 
regulator for breach of license, failed to deliver on promises of greater reliability and increased staffing.  Many 
residents, in particular scores of people trying to get to work, have suffered years of delays and cancellations. We 
pointed out that although the introduction of the new train stock is a welcome improvement, reliability remains a 
serious problem, sometimes linked to technical failure but more often due to shortage of staff.   

In response to residents’ complaints about the poor performance by Govia Thameslink, the company that runs our train 
service, Enfield Southgate MP Bambos Charalambous has organised a meeting with Govia Thameslink and Network Rail, 
to take place this month, which FLDRA will attend. 
 

Planning  

On a weekly basis, the committee planning lead scrutinises new planning applications which relate to the FLDRA area, 

together with all new appeals where planning permission has not been granted. These applications and appeals are 

then posted, either by email or on the website and members have the opportunity to respond. This can be done by 

contacting the committee or by writing directly to the named planning officer at the Council.  

We have supported a number of residents in their objections to proposed or realised developments. FLDRA recognises 

local concerns about the Southgate Office Village proposals, though it is just outside our catchment area, and have 

promoted awareness among our members. Similarly we have been updating members on the Edmonton incinerator  

Membership - The paid membership is steady at 350 plus households -- with new households coming on board all the 

time. Local issues are creating a strong interest and we continue to attract good attendance at our meetings, leading to 

the need for a larger meeting room. We welcome more members - please let your neighbours know what FLDRA is about 

- and look forward to a busy year advancing the interests of our community. Annual fee remains £5 per household, due 

annually on January 1st. Please help us to keep things simple by setting up a standing order (or bank transfer) for your 

payment. Payment can be made at meetings by cash or cheque but we no longer accept PayPal. 

Specific thanks to the members who distribute the hard copy newsletters. 
 

Committee - The committee now meets 5 times a year, as well as running the open meetings. This year all officer 

positions have been filled, when John Macrory was invited to the committee to fill the position of Treasurer 

John Philips has worked tirelessly as our Planning lead. Julia Mountain and Laraine Feldman have worked as joint 

Membership Secretary. And have upgraded our membership record systems.  

Communications – The redeveloped website  is manged by  Web-master Richard Mapleston, who also handles email 

communications. 243 people are registered to receive emails from FLDRA. We strongly encourage members to sign up 

to receive emails, which can be done through the website. Hard copy notices are distributed with the help of several 

members, whom we thank for their contribution. 

Social Events - We held a Summer Social and a very well attended Christmas quiz event.  

Area Forums and CAPE meetings - Committee members cover the forums for the four council wards within the FLDRA 

area. Don Arthur also covers the Community Action Partnership in Enfield (CAPE) meetings with the police. Key points 

from meetings have been included in newsletters and on the website.  

Charity Support - We raised £940 for the Noah's Ark Children's Hospice with the help of local businesses and 

practitioners who kindly contributed items for auction such as vouchers for local eateries and personal fitness. 

 


