OCTOBER 2020 BULLETIN

Hi everyone
The Friends of Grovelands Park are still here! albeit we’ve been very socially distant electronically these
past few months.
As the Coronavirus pandemic has impacted our lives, we have refrained from forwarding things to you
that may seem trivial and irrelevant to current circumstances. The hope was that we could resume our
meetings in the Autumn, but now that our hopes of a return to something resembling normality have
again been set back by the latest government measures, we wish to re-establish contact with you all
and highlight anything we feel relevant to Grovelands Park.
As you may know, we did put in two bids for funding from the LBE/National Lottery Heritage Fund
earlier in the year, before lockdown. The first bid was for the creation of a wildlife pond along the
stream between the Seaforth and Branscombe bridges, creating a ‘dipping platform’ that
schools/community groups could use.

The ‘spill’ from the pond creation would be used to re-shape the stream around the wooden Seaforth
bridge (opposite the basketball court) to maintain its course and mitigate the boggy areas; and we also
included a plan for replacement of the wooden ‘boardwalk’ with something more sustainable and dry!

The photographs above were taken in September 2019 after a big storm – since then we have managed
to obtain a couple of wooden pallets which have been used to fill in a gap and extend the boardwalk
towards the Seaforth bridge.

Our second bid was for replacement equipment for the adventure playground in the wood, most of the
old equipment having been removed by the Council. The bid provides for supply and installation of
three new items of play equipment and would, we believe, greatly enhance the amenities available for
those children too old to use the existing playground by the café.

Needless to say, lock-down put everything on hold, but we are now hoping to chase up these funding
applications and see if there is any news.
In your walks about the Park, you hopefully have seen the extra wheelie bins the Council has provided.
The litter situation in the Park over the summer has been an on-going horror – our volunteers have
collected huge quantities of debris and, sadly, there has been a lot of damage to the main ‘field’ and in
the wood by illegal fires and portable barbeques (the LFB were called on one in the wood).

Not to mention a large circular area of the field that has been ‘scrubbed’ down to bare earth! Theories
abound about that – I find the most plausible being a small flying saucer landed, took one look at the
rubbish and left again!
The Park was, of course, one of the few areas we could all access during lock-down, and it is sad to see
how many irresponsible visitors have disrespected not only the Park itself but also other users by doing
damage and leaving so much rubbish behind. Gone are the days when a picnic was a packet of
sandwiches made at home and a bottle of pop! Nowadays it seems some people get several bags of
goodies from a shop, together with huge quantities of beer, wine and fizz and then take it all to the park
– leaving most of the packaging/bottles behind! Not to mention the take-away delivery packaging that
is littered about - pizza boxes, foil containers, Styrofoam boxes etc etc. And we have also cleared
balloons, ‘table confetti’, fairy lights, gift wrapping paper and nitrous oxide capsules in their hundreds!

A contributing problem was the ‘overflow’ from bins - bags of rubbish left beside full bins were trashed
by the wildlife and strewn across the Park – no-one seemed to be able to take their rubbish home (even
though they had managed to transport it all in the first place!).

Sadly, there were also unauthorised vehicles parking within the area accessed via Broad Walk; only
vehicles with Blue Badges should be in the park and then we only have 3 parking spaces for them. What
was once a grass verge to the rear of those parking bays is now destroyed and, even more sadly, has
been a repository for dumped household rubbish.
With summer over and autumn setting in, the volunteers are pleased to note how little debris there is
to collect now but, of course, there’s always something!
As many of you will have noticed, a very large oak has fallen in the wood near the upper Seaforth
entrance. It is always heartbreaking to lose a tree, but this one came down and took two others with it!
Fortunately, no one was near it at the time.

It was a very substantial tree and its loss reinforces our wish to have a proper survey of the Park trees
undertaken. Some work has been done to ‘tidy up’ but it is still rather a mess. We are hoping LBE and
their arborists will be back to finish the job. However, the loss of these trees has opened up the canopy
and it will be interesting to see what naturally develops of the next few years.
We have been very pleased to see more wildlife ‘offspring’ than ever on the lake this year – it seemed
that almost every day another clutch of eggs was hatched and gave everyone enormous pleasure.

The swans have now reared six cygnets (out of seven) over the summer and the ‘kids’ are almost as
large as their parents, now.
A plea – please do not feed the lake birds with bread – it is not good for them. Acceptable natural foods
are grapes (cut in half), oats, birdseed or other grain, or frozen peas (defrosted!). If possible, as little
food as possible should be left on the banks of the lake - it only encourages the rats, and they, too, have
had a population explosion this year!
We are pleased to report that LBE have done some work on the path below the ha-ha to make the
prominent drain covers less hazardous.
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However, the need for more path work remains – particularly after the very hot, dry summer where the
paths have cracked as the ground underneath dries out.
The Friends are sent communications from LBE and others about various topics and the latest Bulletin
from Third Sector Development can be seen at https://new.enfield.gov.uk/services/your-council/thirdsector-development/#15.
They have also sent the following:
As you know the Covid 19 app has just been launched and we want as many people as possible to download and use the app.
Every person who does will be helping in the fight against coronavirus (COVID-19). So we would like you to share the
information to your groups and networks, these may be on social media, WhatsApp or email.
The NHS COVID-19 app has launched nationally and is available to everyone aged 16 and over in England and Wales.



The app will help the NHS understand where and how quickly the virus is spreading, so it can respond effectively.
The app will help the NHS understand if the virus is spreading in a particular area, and so local authorities can
respond quickly to stop it spreading further and save lives.

The app will be used, alongside traditional contact tracing, to notify users if they come into contact with someone
who later tests positive for coronavirus.

The NHS COVID-19 App alerts people at risk of coronavirus, asking them to isolate before they potentially pass the
virus on to others as well as providing local area alerts and QR venue check-in.
Important information is contained in the links below – this information is updated on a regular basis so if you are taking
information from these pages to handout or use in a poster/ leaflet you will need to ensure it is the most up to date version.
Using the digital links below (within an email, on social media or an online platform) will allow groups and individuals online
access to the latest information instantly.
Key messages to include when you send out information about the app on social media and other platforms





Download the NHS COVID-19 App today, the simplest way to help protect those we love
Protect your loved ones. Get the App
Protect your loved ones. Know the risk of Coronavirus. Get the App now

We have also been made aware that a planning application has again been lodged with LBE to build
houses on what is currently back garden areas in Seaforth Gardens and Broad Walk. We will only raise

objections if it appears to impinge on the park, but anyone requiring further information should contact
Carole Coyne carolecoyne@btinternet.com who is a local resident.

And you may want to take a look at the LBE website about changes to planning regulations at
https://new.enfield.gov.uk/consultations/changes-to-the-planning-system/

The Council has made its changes to Ringwood Way for the school times – you can register your opinion
about this at
https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/schoolstreets

There is also consultation about the road closure/outdoor dining changes on The Green – you can
comment on this viahttps://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/covid-19-streetspaceplan/survey_tools/thegreen-eto

Another consultation by LBE is regarding a plan for Southgate – see
https://letstalk.enfield.gov.uk/southgate for more information.

Finally, LBE are closing some road for works to take place, as follows:
Church Street, Enfield – 6th October – between Gentlemans Row and the junction of Old Park
Avenue/Chase Side
Wades Hill – 12 October (up to 4 days) east side from Barber Close to nos.17/19
Beechdale – 14 October (up to 12 days) between Oaklands and Hillfield Park

The Friends of Grovelands Park hope to arrange an on-line Zoom meeting in the next few weeks, and
will email the details when known.

Keep enjoying the Park – and let us know of any concerns.
Keep safe and well
FoGP

